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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-847
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: December 12, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F
Date of Analysis: December 14, 2017
Type of Action: Appropriation; approval of legal settlement
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $80,000 from the Sheriff’s Office salary account and $5,000 from the General Counsel’s Office’s Judgements, Claims and Settlements – Under $50,000 account to the OGC’s Judgements, Claims and Settlements – Over $50,000 account for the purpose of funding an $85,000 litigation settlement agreement for the case of Martin Chapman v. City of Jacksonville. The bill approves the settlement agreement and authorizes the General Counsel’s Office to take the actions necessary to conclude the litigation.
NOTE: The bill title and text reference appropriation of funds from General Fund/General Services District fund balance, however the attached BT specifies the JSO and OGC accounts listed above as the fund sources. Amendment will be needed in committee to rectify the discrepancy.

Background Information: Martin Chapman was employed by the City for just over 24 years from 1988 to 2012 as a police officer. In 2017 Mr. Chapman filed suit against the City alleging age discrimination and disability discrimination under the Americans with Disabilities act and seeking substantial damages and certification of the case as a class action. The parties engaged in mediation and arrived at settlement agreement in the amount of $85,000. This bill approves the settlement to avoid potentially lengthy and expensive litigation and the potential of higher liability in a jury trial. Settlements exceeding $50,000 are required by Ordinance Code to be approved by the City Council. 
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $85,000 ($80,000 from the JSO salary account and $5,000 from the OGC’s Judgements, Claims and Settlements account) to pay the settlement amount.
Analyst: Clements
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